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to go so many steps forward as the Viceroy came down
and make my curtsy in the same formal way as at large
parties.

Meanwhile Lord Kitchener had been away all the time
on tour, feeling that it was the wisest thing to do under
such difficult circumstances. But the day arrived for Their
Excellencies' departure, and there was much excitement as
to whether the two men would shake hands or whether Lord
Kitchener would be there at all. The photographer, thinking
the situation such an interesting one, had focussed his camera
to where the hand-shaking would take place. I am glad to
say that Lord Kitchener was there to say good-bye and that
both men put out their hands simultaneously for the formal
leave-taking. These gaieties helped me through the lonely
time without Douglas, and he returned on the 28th, after
much strenuous travelling. Lord Kitchener sent for him at
once, rather to my disappointment; but the interview was
apparently very satisfactory- Lord Kitchener gave Douglas
a free hand in making all arrangements for the review to be
held at Pindi during the Prince and Princess of Wales's
forthcoming visit there.

The move was beginning from Simla to the Plains and
on November 9th we left for Meerut where Douglas had
taken a bungalow which he had chosen for a halting-spot,
being a very convenient centre for train services. It was
rather a change from the gaieties of Simla, but certainly
pleasanter, and we saw a great deal of the officers of the
zyth Lancers, and their wives. Although Douglas had all his
polo ponies there and would have enjoyed playing with the
officers of his old regiment, he spent much of his time away
from Meerut On December 2nd he took me with him to
Pindi for the manoeuvres and review in honour of the visit
of the Prince and Princess of Wales. I stayed with Sir Bindon
and Lady Blood. Douglas was in camp. My host and hostess
were both charming and I enjoyed being with them. The
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